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President’s Message – February 2019 

Fellow Kiwanians, we are all familiar with the defining statement that 
‘Kiwanis is a global organization of volunteers dedicated to improving the 
world, one child and one community at a time’ and of the Kiwanis motto 
– ‘serving the children of the world’. 

Embodied in the defining statement are the concepts of volunteering, 
service and improving the world—with the emphasis on children. So 
when we become members of a Kiwanis club we should be committed 
to these concepts. The fact that we volunteered our time and talent 
signifies that we do care about the development of the children. 

Each community has different needs, and Kiwanis empowers members 
to pursue creative ways to serve the needs of children, such as fighting 
hunger, improving literacy and offering guidance. Kiwanis empowers 
communities to improve the world by making lasting differences in the 
lives of children.  

To reach more people and have a greater service impact on their 
communities, many clubs sponsor a Kiwanis family club such a K-Kids; 
Builders Clubs and Key Clubs. Here at South Club we sponsor five K-
Kids clubs, one Builders Club and two Key Clubs. These clubs are part 
of the Kiwanis Service Leadership Programs (SLP) and are designed to 
inspire students to become engaged members of their communities who 
work to solve problems and help others through service. 

Sponsoring Kiwanis clubs must recognize that sponsorship is a 

continuous endeavour and long‐term commitment—not merely a 
periodic effort or short‐term project. There is tremendous learning and 
growth that occur through the mentoring relationships the SLP members 
have with the sponsoring organization members. The sponsoring 
Kiwanis club should seize this opportunity to build a strong relationship 
with the SLP clubs. 

To this end we will be embarking on a full scale programme of visits to 
our SLP clubs during the coming months. These visits will involve all of 
us as a team, just as we visit our fellow Kiwanis clubs, and should provide 
an excellent opportunity to bond, plan and grow as a family unit. Of 
course we will invite some of the SLP clubs to join us at our fellowship 
meeting as well. 



I am urging all of us to join in this effort and come out to support these 
young people as they work in service to their communities. Our support 
and mentorship will greatly assist in strengthening their desire to 
continue serving the children of the world long after they leave the 
Service Leadership Program. Who knows, one day they may join us as 
members of our club. 

So remember, volunteering is not without sacrifice!  

Looking forward to seeing you during some, if not all, of these visits. 

President Selvin 

 

 


